KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY THE MAYOR CLLR. MANYUHA M.L ON THE 26TH OF MARCH 2005 AT TSHIKUNDAMALEMA SECONDARY SCHOOL: TSHIKUNDAMALEMA FORMER STUDENTS DAY
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Ladies and Gentlemen

Programme Director-: 
I would like to thank you most sincerely for inviting me to deliver a keynote address in this important occasion of intellectuals and learned people.
I am therefore, very pleased that you are pro-active towards school and community based development and in particular empowering the youth, you are the first community leaders within Mutale Municipality to have a gathering of former students who passed from the school.

Education and development are the weapons which are inter-related to each other to fight poverty and underdevelopment. As community leaders, we are faced with the challenges to push back the frontier of poverty, unemployment and diseases.

Programme Director-: A topic that you gave me says, how do we contribute positively to community development? Then I will also start my presentation by also posing some questions?
· What are the ways and means that we can adopt in order to achieve sustainable development?

· What should be done, so that poverty and unemployment comes to an end permanently?

To answer both questions is very simple. We are here today to establish Tshikundamalema School Trust Fund.

Honestly speaking Programme Director, the areas around Niani are very rich in Natural resources. There are a lot of opportunities we can focus on and start sustainable development, for example: -

· Madimbo Corridor
· Stock Farming

· Crop Farming

· Dairy production

· Tourism village

· Feed lots

· Development of Masisi/Tshikondeni Camp.

Programme Director: - Funds that we are going to raise will assist a lot towards: -

· Hosting annually excellence Awards for the best performing educators and learners.

· Alleviating poverty

· Empowering youth and the communities

Today I feel very proud, to see community leaders and learned people, taking the giant steps forward to establish community centered development. “Nothing about us without us”.

Programme Director: As we gathered here today, we should therefore, take seriously the slogan of international and UNESCO, which says that “Qualified teachers for quality education”.

The slogan is still relevant to us today, for the past 26 years to date, Tshikundamalema Secondary School is a shining star to us as Mutale Municipality.
For the past two decades, the school has produced academics, professionals and learned people such as: 

· Engineers

· Educators

· Doctors

· Information technology specialist

· Community leaders, and

· Pastors.

That is wonderful!!!

Programme Director: -
Allow me to quote from the past Apartheid architects: 
“In 1945 J.N Le Roux a National party politician said, we should not give the natives any academic education, if we do, who is going to do manual labour in the community?”

Again, In 1953 H.F Verwoed, when he was the Minister of Native Affairs, at the time when Bantu Education was to be introduced he said, “When I have control over Native Education I will reform it so that natives will be taught from childhood that qualify with Europeans is not for them”.

But if God can wake them up from their graves today, they will be very much disappointed and worried about how well educated we are as Africans.

Lastly programme director, last month on the 18th of March 2005, Mutale Municipality has launched the Mayor’s Bursary Fund, to assist the needy students.

Our main objective is to assist needy students who want to further their studies towards Civil Engineering and Information Technology.
Mutale Municipality really supports the establishment of Tshikundamalema School Alumni Trust Fund. The Freedom Charter says, the doors of learning & culture shall be opened “Avulekile Masango”.

Community leaders should establish a proper structure that will spear head development.

I THANK YOU!!!!!

